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DOWNTOWN ASTORIA HISTORIC WALKING TOUR 


(Tours begin outside of the Historic Flavel Mansion) 


Pre tour information: 


A. Flavel Mansion Steps 


Astoria is named after John Jacob Astor. . .the most successful 
"American" in the fur business. He was born in 1763 in Waldorf, 
Germany (now Astoria's Sister City) and was the first official 
millionaire in the U.S. Some of Astoria's nicknames have in- 
cluded New York of the West (an 1811 nickname--Astor lived in 
New York); Venice of the West; The Town Built on Sticks (1890); 
Little San Fransisco; and Gateway to the Columbian Empire. 


Astoria is celebrating its 175th anniversary this year, and a 
little later in the tour we will be walking by our "beginnings" 
and discussing our founding. 


We hope this tour will give you a better understanding about 
how Astoria was built, and the great amount of history that be- 
gan along these shores. 


So, let's begin. If you have any questions or comments you'd 
like to add, feel free to at anytime on the tour. 


-FLAVEL MANSION (Queen Anne High Style architecture). 


Capt. Flavel arrived in Astoria in 1849. He realized the need 
to tug sailing vessels over the trecherous Columbia Bar, and be- 
came the first Bar Pilot. Capt. Flavel's first humble house 
stood where the clinic's parking lot is now. This mansion he 
built in 1885. It is a museum housing antiques from this area, 
and other interesting artifacts. It is spectacular inside and 
out, and we encourage you to visit when the tour is over if 
you've: never done so. 


-THE JAILHOUSE was a wooden structure originally with castle 
turrents. In 1906 it was torn down and replaced with the current 
building. During Astoria's disasterous fire of 1922 the doors 

to the jail were opened and the prisoners released. Three con- 
victed men, said to be awaiting transportation to the state 
penitentiary were also released. The books that told of who was 
in the jail that night seemed to mysteriously disappear as well 
as the convicted men. Steven Spielberg's 1985 movie, "Goonies," 
has a scene that features this jail. 


B. 8th & Commercial 


C. 9th & Commercial 


Enroute to 9th & 


Marine Drive 


-COUNTY COURTHOUSE (pre-fire) American Renaissance/Baroque 
Style. Used to have a large cupola on the roof. It was dented 
by a lightening bolt and was removed in the 1960's. In 1880's 
two murderers were hanged outside the courthouse at a huge public 
hanging. Engraved invitations were sent out. The two died with 
posies in their hands. One had killed his wife, the othemman 

in a robbery. 


-U.S. POST OFFICE AND CUSTOMS HOUSE (pre-fire) The current 
building replaced the 1873 building on the same site. In the 
1860's this area had been reserved as a public green. The trees 
on the property were planted by John Hobson in the 1860's. 


-SPEXARTH BUILDING (built 1920 out of concrete) The owner of 
this building was a very outspoken man and warned people that a 
big fire would be a good possibility in Astoria and that they 
needed to be prepared. His building survived the fire of 1922, 
of course. 


-County Health Building used to be The Old Bank Building (built 
just after the fire). 


-The N.E. corner of this block (where Benjamin Franklin is now) 
was the site of the first lumber mill in the city in 1851. 


-Explain early Astoria Until near the turn of the century every- 
one that came to Astoria came by boat. There was no railroad 
and no roads. Only paths, and only the river. 


-Oregon became a State in 1859--48 years after the founding of 
Astoria. 


-Astoria had its first street lights in 1844 (coal or gas) and 
its first electric street lights lit on Christmas Eve 1888. 


. 


D. 9th & Marine Drive 


D. 


(continued) 


(continued) 


This was Main (9th) and Bond. And was the main commercial in- 
tersection of the 80's and 90's. Picture wood plank streets out 
over the water and little boys (and men) fishing through the 
cracks in the planks. Perhaps the boys were angling for fish 

in exchange for entry into the Opera House. In 1896 fish were 
taken in exchange for admission and seats were assigned by how 
big the fish was. Many an evening before the actors took their 
places, you'd see the piers covered with "anglers" hurrying to 
catch their admission. 


-It's here that I'd like to point out a bit about Astoria's im- 
migrants. According to the census in 1860 there was only one 
Finn here. In 1900 there were more Finns in Astoria than any 
other "foreign" nationality. One often heard the riddle then 
"Why is the Columbia River like a fish?" (Finns on both sides). 
The Finnish people lived in Uniontown and Uppertown. Uniontown 
was named by the first cannery (located there), Union Cannery. 
If you have the chance to visit Uniontown, make sure and stop by 
the "Doughboy Monument." (This is the only public toilet facil- 
ity on the National Register). 


-Astoria boasts of its Scandinavian heritage, and each year dur- 
ing the Scandinavian Midsummer Festival, Norweigens, Swedes, 
and Danes come out of the "woodwork" to celebrate their heritage. 


During the late 70's and 80's the Chinese population flocked to 
Astoria. Most of them were brought to America for railroad con- 
struction work, and on completion of the railroads they found 
themselves without employment. Some 2,000 Chinese came to 
Astoria in the one year of 1886. White residents strongly re- 
sented the presence of the Chinese and instances of discrimina- 
tion and prosecution were common. In the fall of 1886 cannery 
operators agreed to replace all of their Chinese employees with 
white workers. Gradually the Chinese were forced out of the la- 
bor market, and thus forced out of Astoria. 


-Even Hindus came to Astoria. Most of them worked in the Alder- 
brook lumbermill in the early 1900's. 


-City ordinances thru the years: In Astoria of the 70's and 80's 
no one could roam the streets after 9 pm. 1887...unlawful for 3 
or more persons to stand together on the sidewalks so as to ob- 
struct passage of vehicles. 1896...women could not loiter in 
barrooms, drinking shops, or club or gambling rooms. 1912...or- 
dinance prohibiting music in saloons goes into effect. 1913... 
Ragtime dancing becomes illegal. 


Enroute to 9th & Astor 


E. 9th & Astor 


(continued next page) 


E. (continued) 


(continued next page) 


We are about to set foot where no children and nice ladies went, 
Astoria's red light district. 


-In the 70's and 80's Astoria was the high spot between San 
Fransisco and Seattle for gambling, drinking and ladies of the 
night. Bond was the commercial area, and Astor was where the 
excitement was! "Swilltown" as it was called, was known at 
ports all over the world by sailors who had experienced the ex- 
citement. 


-In 1877 there were over 40 saloons in Astoria. 


-Astor street was famous for its saloons and female boarding. 

It was the home of the cribs, crimps, pimps, and toss pots. 
Cribs were the little cubbyholes where prostitutes performed 
their services. Crimps were the toughs who kidnapped and shang- 
haied men, and we all know what pimps are. Every business 

along Astor street had a trapdoor for emptying garbage, but of- 
ten drugged men were lowered to ships through these. And, "toss 
pots" were what the ladies of the night called drunks. 


A story was told of a drunken party held in a tavern which 
shared space with a mortician. When these drunken revelers ex- 
hausted the supply of liquor at the bar, they discovered barrels 
of a fluid they thought was alcoholic. It proved to be embalm- 
ing fluid. They drank it and died. While their bodies were 
still warm, a crimp sold them to a ship's captain who did not 
discover they were dead until far out to sea. 


-The parking lot at the N.W. corner was the site of the PARKER 
HOUSE Hotel (1865-1930's). In spite of its location, this was 
said to be a legitimate hotel which survived the fire. (Many 
references are made about the Parker House in books about 
Astoria's history). In the late 1800's there was a very unusual 
popular dish served to tourists and visitors...can you guess 
what that was? Bear Meat. 


-In 1918 the U.S. Government told Astoria to clean up or it 

would boycott it. In 1924 the Grand Jury found the moral condi- 
tions in Astoria appalling. Threats didn't clean up Astoria how- 
ever, and the red light district on Astor Street thrived well in- 
to the 40's and 50's. One senior citizen recalls how her father 
was glad that the prostitutes were here to take care of the 
Toughiens pleasures...because of them, his daughters and wife 
were out of danger of being raped. 


E. (continued) 


F. Foot of 9th Street 


(continued next page) 


F. (continued) 


G. Foot of 10th 


-An anecedote is told of how students of the Catholic school 

in Astoria were constantly selling tickets to bazaars, etc... 
to raise funds. They used to sneak into "Swilltown" because 

they knew they could always sell an entire book of tickets by 
knocking at a fancy house door after noontime, as these gene- 
rous ladies of the night were usually seated in their palors 

socializing at this hour. The ticket selling to the prosti- 

tutes came to a screeching halt when one of the ladies of the 
night decided to show up at one of the bazaars. 


-Was HUSTLER'S WHARF This was where the first large ship 


wharf was (1870'S). 


-Captain Hustler had a little cannon (now on display at the 
Flavel House) that he would fire when a special ship came in 
carrying fresh fruit or special yankee notions). This cannon 
may have been small, but it was powerful. The sound was re- 
ported to have been heard as far away as 38th street. 


-If you look West from here along the Cannery Row area, you'll 
get the best feeling of what it was like in the 1880's in 
Astoria. In 1877 there were over 36 canneries in operation 
along the waterfront in Astoria, and more than 1,900 fish- 

ing boats were in use. 


Just before sundown during the fishing season, the river 
would be covered with white sails, all boats on their way to 
favorite drifts. (Salmon canning was discovered in Califor- 
nia during the gold rush. Processors looked for a place with 
clean water and good shipping facilities to establish their 
processing plants--Astoria was a logical choice). Still in- 
to the 40's and early 50's horse seining barns were visible 
on the pilings in the river. A visitor to Astoria told the 
first morning here and looked out his window to see horses 
walking on water. Does every one here know what horse sein- 
ing is? 


-This was in the water in the 1880's 


-The state parking lot was a shallow boat harbor. Across the 
lot (where T.J.'s and parking lot are) were wooden row houses. 
On the side of the building there, you can also see remains 
of early Astoria. (A sign that promotes 35 cent meals, and 
an old foundation). 


Enroute to 11th St. 


(continued next page) 


Enroute to 11th St. 
Continued 


Hs Poot of 11th 


(continued on the next page) 


-Ballast from ships all over the world is still in evidence 
along our shoreline. (Point it out.) When construction 
workers trying to lay piling for the Columbia House Condo's 
couldn't seem to dig very deep, they investigated and found 
small round ballast rocks probably from Chinese vessels. 
Most of these rocks had to be removed before the pilings 
could be driven in. 


-Remember, until about 1900, one couldn't get to Astoria ex- 
cept by water. Residents of the area were absolutely depen- 
dent upon weather and the river. There is a story of Ros- 
burg, Washington residents trapped in Astoria during a Christ- 
mas shopping expedition by ice. When the river thawed suffi- 
ciently to get out, they overcrowded the ferry by so many 
wanting to get home, and many drowned in the river. 


-Another story is told about a passenger boat that attempted 
to get across the river in cold, bad weather conditions. A 
fishing boat, its crew exhausted from battling with the 
weather, was towed along. The passenger ship tipped, and peo- 
ple were thrown out into the freezing waters. One man thrown 
out nad sliced his nose, and was bleeding to death. The fish- 
ing boat took this man and as many others as possible across 
to the Washington side of the river to safety. 


A hermit from the other side, took the man with the sliced 
nose and the rest to his shack where he promptly gave medi- 
cal attention to the man's nose. When conditions were safer 
the fishing boat brought the man with the sliced nose to 
Astoria to have his nose looked at, Doctors were amazed at 
the precision stitches administered by the hermit. It was 
later found out that the hermit had been a very good doctor 
turned criminal and was hiding out. Searches for the Dr. 
found he had fled from his shack. 


-The railroad tressle here gives the best sense of the plank- 
ed streets in early Astoria. One little girl, arriving by 
train to Astoria found the town very frightening due to the 
large gaps between the boards on the pilings. (Plus many 
boards were loose and bounced about when people walked on 

them or cars and carriages went over them). After living here 
awhile, she got used to it and even played games through the 
gaps by dropping things through onto people going under the 
streets in small boats. Sometimes she would drop "water 
bombs" and run to the nearest crowd. 


-Streets were not filled until 1905--and not fully until 
after the 1922 fire. 


i i i d dock (1851). 
H. tinued) -Directly west of Pier 11 stood PARKERS old d 
been This was the site of the first cock in the City. 
-Pier 11 is a SANBORN WAREHOUSE (Pre-fire) located on FLAVEL'S 
DOCK. It was moved to its present location about 1925. For 
many years it was a feed store and little steamers docked un- 
der it. Passengers reportedly boarded through a hole in the 
floor. 


-Note here the SANBORN BUILDING. This is the only (not added 
on to) full block building in Astoria. In the center of this 
building was the Amato Supper Club with a wooden dance floor. 
(If open, go in). This was the place where officers and guests 
went during WWII for dancing and drinking. This was Astoria's 
most elegant night spot and the walls were decorated with 
Hawaiian scenes. (This area is now used as a machine shop. 


I. 11th & Marine Drive -COLUMBIAN THEATRE (post-fire). This used to be the Riveria 
Theatre. Many Astorians remember paying a nickel and sitting 
through three feature movies in a row. 


-It is also from this point where one can best view where the 
huge fire of 1922 started. It began about 2:10 am on December 8 
from where the back of the STATE HOTEL is. 

(continued next page) 


I. (continued) Two deaths were reported. One committed suicide by hanging 
from a pier (the coroner believed the man hung himself out of 


fright), and a prominent banker/auto dealer dropped dead while 
trying to save his Model T's from the fire. The losses were 
great. Not only did the merchants lose all of their regular 
stock, but Christmas stock had just arrived. Two thousand 
persons were homeless. All of the grocery stores burned, so 
there were no obtainable food supplies and the City was cut off 
without banking facilities. It is reported that Washington re- 
sidents looked across the river and helplessly watch their mo- 
ney burn up. Over 24 solid blocks burned (9th-15th, Exchange 
to the water's edge plus). It is also interesting to note 
that while three churches were in the direct path of the flames, 
none was burned. In each case the fire was either checked just 
before the church was reached or veered around the house of wor- 
ship. 


-Some people contributed the big fire to a radical outcrop of 
the KKK. One theory was that the KKK had hung a man and burned 
his business to hide the crime--unfortunately, the town went 
with it. In the panic of the fire many people ran from their 
homes with little on. One man was seen with just his tooth- 
brush in hand, another with just a water vase. In East Astoria 
it was the Milkman who ran up and down the streets yelling the 
town was on fire. 


(continued on next page) 


I. (continued) 


J. 12 & Marine Dr. 


K. Ferry/Pilot Dock 


-The fire of 1922 was not Astoria's first fire. The town was 
destroyed by an earlier fire on July 2, 1883. That fire swept 
the entire waterfront and destroyed all of the buildings. Be- 
cause there was alot of money in the community at the time, the 
buildings were rebuilt almost overnight. During the progress 
of the fire, a large amount of liquor was taken from the saloons 
in the path of the fire and carried to places of safety only to 
be stolen by the rougher class of onlookers. Drinking was kept 
up throughout the night, and carried into "Swilltown". During 
the days after the fire, many incidents occurred between the 
"Swilltown" roughiens and the businessmen of the community. It 
got to the point that many of disruptable characters that lived 
in "Swilltown" were given notice to vacate Astoria, and put on 
boats to Portland. 


-Note how well the CITY TRANSFER & STORAGE BLDG. with its Art 
Decco style architecture (vertical lines) blends with the 
Moderne Style of the MAKI BLDG. (horizontal lines). The Art Deco 
style was vogue from about 1925-29; the Moderne Style in the 

mid 1930's. Astoria's downtown is dotted with buildings from 
both of these periods. 


-FISHER BROTHERS STORE. This shell survived the fire and the 
insides were rebuilt (where the thrift store is now). The fire 
of 1883 burned the HUME CANNERY which had been located in this 
same spot. The HUME CANNERY was the first one built in lower- 
town. 


-This was the site of the Ferry Slip (1925-1965) 


-FERRY FIGHTS. There was one point where two lines were in 
operation in Astoria at the same time. On more than one occa- 
sion the rival company would sneak into this area and drive pi- 
lings so that the ferry could not dock. Capt. Fritz Elving (a 
huge Swede) got so angry with these antics that he finally 
rammed right into the pilings. 


-(Walk out onto the docks). It is here that we get the best 
view of the Great Columbia River. On May 11, 1792, Capt. Robert 
Gray discovered and entered the "River of the West". He named 
it after his ship, the Columbia Rediviva. This act established 
American claim to the northwestern part of America. 


L. Foot of 14th 


Enroute to Foot of 15th 


M. Foot of 15th 


-This was the 14th Street dock (pre-fire). This was an early 
dock for the "Foothill Neighborhood." Before the streets were 
planked over the flats, Franklin was the first street connec- 
ting "Foothill" with the downtown. 

(1892) 
-GIMRE'S SHOE STORE is a very historic business.A It was burned 
out twice. The current owner's father had one whole family meet 
with disasterous deaths (his son drown, and the remainder were 
thrown out of an automobile into the river when the tire caught 
in between two planks and tipped). Mr. Gimre returned to Norway 
to get a new wife and raised a second family here in Astoria. 


-Dreamland Dance Hall (next to Medix Bldg. on the street) is re- 
membered by many old timers. Astoria in the 30's was a dancing 
town on Friday and Saturday nights. 


-During the post fire era (after 1922) when the automobile 
arrived to Astoria. It was here that became the hub of Astoria. 
At that time the street curved up to the Astor Hotel and did not 
go through (as stated earlier, Dreamland Dance Hall was located 
where the street is). 


-Before the 1922 fire the Regatta Celebration centered its fes- 
tivities in a warehouse here. 


-View East to the Railroad station (post fire). The first 
train to Portland left in 1898. 


-(Gesture East) where the MARITIME MUSEUM is now, and the 
FOOTBALL FIELD, FAIRGROUNDS, and HOSPITAL are, used to be 
"Scow Bay," and tidal flats. 


-On March 22, 1811, the TONQUIN (Astor's ship) arrived off the 
Columbia River bar (with 50 pigs and 25 men). Weather caused 
problems, and finally, on April 12th it set anchor here (be- 
tween 15 & 16th St.) 


-Hauer's Cyclery building once housed a notorious lady crimp-- 
who was very matronly. She would invite men "just off the 
ships" home to dine with her, would drug them, and kidnap them 
to work as slaves on her farm in Walluski. She also shanghaied 
and sold her husband (who she had grown sick of) for $200 to a 
ship captain. 


-The first paved road was completed in 1915. It is important 

to realize that there were nothing but paths out of Astoria up 
until this time. Travel was done by train, horse or boats. The 
Roosevelt Coast Military Highway from Astoria to California 

(now called Coast Hwy. 101) was completed in 1933. 


N. Tidal Rock 


Enroute to 15th 
& Exchange 


O. 15th & Exchange 


(continued on the next page) 


-Few people know of this historic landmark. (On April 12th of 
this year we hope to have it cleaned up and a ceremony and de- 
dication made). The people from Fort Astoria (just up the hill 
on the next part of our tour), used this marker to determine 
high tide and would signal to waiting ships when it was safe to 
journey in. Remember, after the fire of '22 much of our plan- 
king was filled in and today, there is about 13 feet of fill 
where there was once water. 


-It is important to note that the streets of Astoria were once 
brick, the centers were for horses and carriages, and the sides 
were paved for automobiles. As we get "up" the hill here, 
there are places where you can still see the brick. Bricks 
were important for the horse-driven vehicles and allowed for 
firm footing of the horses. 


-One also can't forget to mention that Astoria had a street- 
car system that went through Astoria (it went along Bond from 
about the Doughboy monument to 5th, then turned and went down 
Commercial to 14th turned again and crossed Scow Bay through 
Uppertown to 37th). The cars were in operation from 1905 to 
1922. Today we have a very efficient bus system (the Finns in 
Uniontown set their watches by it). We encourage you to take 
it once around town for a real tour of Astoria (only 55¢) 


-Point out the Historical Society's Herritage Center) Formerly 
the OLD CITY HALL (1905) 


-FORT ASTORIA SITE Fort George) 1811. (Give people time to 

read marker). Note how the building is built on a diagonal. 
This was where the first clearing was up off of the water's 

edge. The angle at which the fort was built allowed them to 
keep watch on the river. 


-Although the marker tells much of the story of the founding 
of Astoria, it doesn't tell the fact that most of the men 
that came to settle Astor's fort and take up fur trading 
were merchants and traders. These men didn't have skills to 
"fell" trees or to build forts, nor for that matter shoot a 
gun. It took the people of the fort two months of axe, saw 
gunpowder and speculation to clear the first acre of ground. 
3 were killed by indians, 2 wounded by falling trees, and 
one's hand was blown off. On the 16th of May, foundations 


for the first building were laid. 
-Trees were enormous... one diary tells of a tree that took 


10 men touching hands to go around the trunk (kitty-corner 
from the fort) -56 feet in girth. 


-From 1825 to 1829 Fort George was abandoned. 


-In 1834, Fort George was not much more than one house of 
hewn boards, and a number of small indian huts surrounding 
it. At this time there was only one white man residing at 
the fort (the establishment was of too much importance as 
a surveilence post to totally abandon). 


0. (continued) -View up to SHIVELY'S POST OFFICE SITE (1847-1907). This 
was the site fo the first Post Office west of the Rockies. 
The postal service to Astoria and other Pacific points was 
not by land, but by sea. There is no indication that it 
was regular. One company that handled the mail took it by 
sea down the coast to Nicaragua, then by land to ships on 
the other side to go up the other coast. Other ships went 
all the way around the horn. 


-To give you a good idea of Astoria's population in its 
early days, in 1844 there were only 4 white residents, in 
1880, about 2,500; and in 1910, there were over 10,000 people. 


-There were 10 identified Indian Tribes near or in the area 
of Astoria in 1811. The Chinook Indians took to making 
friends with the Astor party. they as well as the other 
tribes on the coast had flattened heads. 


-There was always a bit of an argument between East and 
West Astoria as to which part would be the main downtown. 

it was finally determined to be West Astoria, one little 
girl (now 93) remembers seeing houses float by (from her 
window) on the river. After much work, one house at a time 
was worked around town and brought to shore. The houses 
were then pulled to a location by oxen teams. Many people 
telocated to West Astoria for the prestige, and took their 
homes with them (one such house is on Franklin between 
14th and 12th). 


P. 14th & Exchange -This was the waterline in 1868. 
-The S.E. corner of the fire line was at 14th & Exchange. 


-LOVELL'S (built in 1921) survived the fire. It was also 
a relief center for victims of the fire, and housed many 
of the businesses until they could re-establish themselves. 
It is here that it is important to note that the fire 
department used dynamite to control the spread of the fire 
and that Mr. Lovell used strong verbal threats to prevent 
them from dynamiting his new building, though rumor has it 
he used a shotgun. A lucky thing happened for Lovell, a 
few days before the fire he had received his order for fire 
extingusihers. Rather than receiving 6, the order got 
mixed up and he received 6 cases. When the fire broke out, 
he used those extinguishers to put out fires on his roof 
(burning logs dropped on it, and hot ash floated down 
starting small fires). 


-It's important to note that the fire of 1922 spread very 
quickly due tot the extreme wind that night. Also, a 
natural flue was created under the wooden streets, and when 
the wooden water pipes broke through, the City lost its 
water supply. Once the firefighters thought they had 
contained it, the fire would pop up a whole block away. 
There was not enough equipment to contain the fire and 
relief came when the rails brought in the Portland crews, 
and their equipment. 

(continued on the next page) 


P. (continued) 


(continued on the next page) 


P. 14th & Duane 


(continued on the next page) 


-There are many reports of heavy rain the night of the 
fire, and by morning the burned and smoldering buildings 
were covered with snow. 


-There is a story of a young girl who attended the First 
Baptist Church downtown. The young girl enjoyed it when 

the preacher was long-winded because it made her family 

miss the trolley car to East Astoria. This gave her the 
chance to admire her favorite doll in the toy store window. 
Many times she told her mother how she wished for the doll 
(her mother had already put the doll on layaway in preparation 
for Christmas). Payday was on Dec.6, so the mother told the 
father to get the doll on his way home from work, before it 
was taken off of lay-away and sold. He forgot to do it that 
night. The next night he got off work and was half-way 

home before he remembered how much trouble he would be in 

if he showed up at home empty handed. He jumped off the 
trolley and made it to the toy store just as they were 
closing. After much discussion with the shopkeeper about 
why he couldn't wait until tomorrow, the owner agreed to 
re-open to sell him the doll. By next morning the toy store 
was ashes. The little girl was sure that her favorite doll 
had burned. But on Christmas morning she was very surprised 
to find her doll--saved. 


-The OSBURN-O'BREIN building shell survived the fire (Radio 
Shack building). 


-It is here that we pause to tell of the Pied Piper of 
Astoria. Remember, all of the waste from shops and businesses 
downtown got swept through the floor openings right into the 
waters below. This accumulating along the banks and tidal 
Plats made for great rat feeding areas. The stench in 
Astoria, before these days of improvement, on a bright and 
sunny day, was something many old timers remember well. The 
firm of Ford & Stokes was located in the Osburn-O'Brein 
during these "rat plague" days and is here that the following 
story took place: All of the bosses, employees, customers 
and children gathered to witness the Pied Piper performance. 
Peter the Pied led the procession to the warehouse. It was 
during the daylight and in the middle of the day. No sooner 
had he entered through the door than a squealing was heard 
and presently a bewildered rat scrambled out. The ratcatcher 
promptly grabbed the rat by its neck and flung it to the 
ground dead. The noise and squealing of the rats was heard 
as they all fled the premises. The result was one dead rat, 
and the riddance, for about a month or two of all of the 

rats in the warehouse. While going the rounds of the 
warehouse, the ratcatcher would smear a vaseline like 
substance here and there on feed sacks, walls, and floors. 

He would not divulge what this substance was, but onlookers 
generally agreed that it must have been some substance 
prepared from the sexual organs of an animal, a deadly and 
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14th & Duane 


13th & Duane 


13th & Commercial 


12th & Commercial 


revengeful enemy of the rat-- perhaps the weasel, owl, or 
such like. 


-The HOTEL ASTORIA (foundation built before the fire, 
completed in 1924) is currently named the JOHN JACOB ASTOR 
HOTEL. We anticipate this hotel to be complete in its 
renovation by mid-summer 1986. This building is on the 
National Register. It was this hotel that claims the fame 
of being the first hotel West of the Mississippi to install 
Television. 


-The whole area from 12th to 14th and Commercial to Exchange 
was tide flats in the 1880's, planked streets filled the 
area back then. 


-It is here at 13th that marks the line between two donation 
land claims--Shively's to the East and McClure's to the West. 
Shively's lots were larger than McClure's. (Point up the 
hillside to the north and the division of the claims). A 
harbor originally seperated the claims. 


-(Lead group throught our only alley on 13th back to 
Commercial) 


-View northeast to YOUNG BUILDING (1916 parapet). This 
shell survived the fire. After the 1922 fire they widened 
the streets, notice the set back in the building. 


-If this were pre-1900 we'd be drowning right now! 


-LIBERTY THEATER (1924) is a National Register building, 
the basement still has sand from tide flats in it. 


-Where Columbia Travel is located (north) used to be the 
site of the WEINHARD-ASTORIA HOTEL. This was a 4 story 
building constructed in the Neo-Greco style. The arch 
from this building is located in Shively Park on the 
hilltop. Many old timers remember staying at the hotel 
and report how elegant it was. They used only the finest 


china, silver and linens. This building took only 4% minutes 
to burn in the fire of 
-it was at this corner that the City sold permits to persons 


at $5 annually to use the area to pasture their horses. 


T. 11th & Commercial 


U. 11th & Duane 


(continued on the next page) 


U. (continued) 


V. Duane between 
9th & 10th 


-It is here that you should point out how unique our 
downtown area is...something very commonplace to Astorians 
is very SPECIAL indeed...notice how the street wall is 
continuous for 8 blocks--VERY UNUSUAL to have a continuous 
building line with no breaks between the buildings. 


-Pre-fire pictures show the OLD CITY HALL where the Brass 
Rail is now. It had a 65 foot bell-tower over the two 
story structure. 


-Where the Safeway entrance is, the ASTOR HOUSE used to be. 
This was a 77 room building where one could get board for 

$1 or $2 per day. In the late 1800's boarding houses were 
the social and cultural centers, especially for the newcomers 
and workers. The Finns, Swedes, Slovaks and Chinese who came 
here knew no english or american customs. 


-Where Safeway's parking lot is, used to be a Methodist Church 
where little boys would fish out of the church windows during 
services. The Methodist minister had gone out to ring the 
church bell one night in 1889 and crimps tried to throw a 
blanket over his head to shanghai him. He was a huge man who 
was a former prize fighter. He fought them off breaking 

their bones and knocking out their teeth. He then preached 

a firey sermon which enraged his parishioners into combing 

the dives in Swilltown until the guilty crimps were brought 

to justice. 


-Point out the old telephone exchange building (Meads Bldg.). 
The first telegraph line was established in 1876; the first 
telephone in 1877. 


-Point out the other special thing about downtown Astoria. 
Very rarely do people get the chance to view ocean vessels 
so closely. 


-The current CITY HALL building used to be a bank until 
about the mid-1930's. Something on the building is not 
quite right. Can you identify it? 


-View back at 1923 CONCRETE CHAIRWALLS-TUNNELS under the 
streets (sub-grade parking lot near Labor Temple). 


-Point up to the DAILY ASTORIAN BUILDING, although it was 
housed elsewhere, the first newspaper was established in 
Astoria in 1873. 


-DARIGOLD BUILDING (post-fire),late Moderne style. Astoria 
used to have a thriving dairy business (1910-1930's). 


NOW THAT WE ARE ABOUT TO END OUR TOUR, ANY QUESTIONS??? 


FACT SHEET 


Founding of Astoria------- April 12, 1811 First Telegraph line----- 1876 
First Lumber Mill------------------- 1851 First Telephone---------- 1877 
Oregon Statehood-------------=---=--- 1859 First Post Office-------- 1847 
First Street lights------------------ 1844 (coal/gas) First Newspaper---------- 1873 
1888 (electric) 
First Paved Road--------- 1915 
F ires----------------------- July 2, 1883 
Dec. 8, 1922 Coast Hwy.101 built------ 1935) 
First Train to Portland------------- 1898 
Street "fill"----------------------- 1905 (began) 
1922-23 (completed) 
W. Flavel Mansion Steps -Astoria still holds many secrets. There's pirate's gold 


hidden in these hills (somewhere), and there are documents 
telling of Ghost Ships being seen just off of the Columbia 
Bar during stormy weather and fog, and there's a lot of 
history we've only touched on. 


-We want to thank you for taking time to experience some 
of the rich heritage of Astoria, and we hoped you enjoyed 
the tour. 


SHWNELY'S DLC, 


McCLURES V.LL, 
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